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ASTUDY ON CULTURAL HERITAGE OF MARATHI CULTURE IN
THANJAVUR : A HISTORICAL APPROACH

Dr. Bhimashankar Birajdar
Assistant Professor and Head,
Department of History, Kisan Veer Mahavidyalaya, Wai
Dist : Satara (Maharashtra)

ntroduction- historical background :

The glorious Maratha empire at Thanjavur
xisted between 1675-1855 which was one of the
mcellent and rich empires in India. Thanjavur
Iistrict, lying in the delta region of the famous river
Cauvery, is once part of the erstwhile Thanjavur
district in Tamil Nadu. It is known as the granary
ofthe south, with the Cauvery brims with flowing
water and the enchanting green fields.

After the defeat of Vijaynagar Empire the
Nayaka kings in the south were struggling with
€ach other for their political dominance. The
Madurai's Nayaka king ended the monarchy rule
by attacking on the Thanjavur around 1673 and
enthroned his brother Alagiri. The heirs of the

ear_lier royal family were seeking military
aSsistance from the Adilshah ruler of Bijapur in
about 1675, Venkoji Raja the younger brother of
e Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was the founder
aratha rule in Thanjavur. He came to

0 Sanlavur as per the directions of Sultan of Bijapur
Kmet‘de the dnspuf(e among the Thanjavur Nayaka
qw?r and Tiruchirapallai Nayaka King. As the

| COntjr:elS among Thanjavur Nayaka were
i VenkoL'lied' the nobles of Tanjore requested the
P Tlh Raja who was at the time Tirumalaipati
-. anjavur to take over the rule of Thanjavur
hanjgvau};iza kingg. Venkojiraja fought with
Us, in é/_?};kc':::mgs and captured Thanjavur.
e Maratha Bhosale rule

| 8§ i H
b llabllshed their rule in Thanjavur. Venkoji Raja
ath in 1687. He was

o € state until his de
€eded by the following Maratha king namely
), Ekoji Raja aliag

:bgll Raja (1728-1735
Shahib Raja (1735- 1736), Prathapa Singh
aji Raja (1?64-1787).

ai:r(1?40-1763), Tulaj
(175 Singh Raja (1 787-1798), Sarf
|

et ALl o, st T

_ ja ( oji Il Raja
a?; i:;z),ﬂ?hnlvap-n Raja (1335-1855).Shiv;1i-

_ S the last Marath jai i

el aratha Raja in Thanjavur.

t ha_ving male heir, the East India
xercise of sovereign power took the

i 'S3N o, 2319-6025

4 Dmpany ine

position of the state. The queen of Shivaji Raja-Il
adapted her review and adoption took place after
the death of Maharaja in 1855. The successors
of the last Maratha Raja of Tanjore are still living
in both Maratha palace and outside. Thus, the
Maratha rule prevailed in Tanjore province for
about 180 years.

Administrative Heritage:

Maratha rulers in Tharjavur divided the state
into several divisions and talus for easier
administration. Subadars, Pakathar, Ammaldar,
Tasildar, Havildars, Kotvals were assisted by the
king for the ruling of the state. These main points
are collected in sarawathi mahal library in Tanjore.
The main revenue of the state was derived from
agricultural products namely paddy and tax
revenue were collected from Mirasdars. Tolls were
collected on the products of its weight, taxes were
collected on cotton and silk cloth weaving,
cultivating gingili and sugarcane and on production
of salt. The government administration records
were recorded in the official modi scripts.

Social Life And Religious Legacy:

Though the Maratha rulers are from western
part of India. Migrated for some specific purpose
to sfoulh India. Their culture, way of life and pattern
of llfestyl_e differed from local habit but the Maratha
rulers mixed with the local traditions and culture
and ruled the state for g long period of about 180

years. Local residents were en aged | '
i
types of works in the gaged in various

palace. Thanjavur Maratha
rulers were basically Shaivaites. Byt durin
Maratha rule many Shj

renovated.

Art, Architecture And Cultural Heritage:
Maratha king enc )
lteratures. God 9 éncouraged music, dance and

and goddess images were painted
?nnrtr:]e walls and roofs of the palace building and
any Hindu temples. During Maharaja Tukoji

T -fedat 203y 1 2R,
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Raja rule, music and dances were enCouraged.
New Compositions In Dance And Music Were
Made. This Is A Unigue Contribution Of Maratha
Ruler In Dance And Music (Classical). Serfoji Raja
Was A Patron Of Traditional Indian Arts
Like Dance And Music. He Authored Famous
Works Like ‘Kumarasambhava Champu’,
‘Mudrarakshaschaya And ‘Devendra Kuruvanji
And Introduced Western Musical Instruments Like
Clarinet And Violin In The Carnatic Music. Serfoji
Raja Is Also Credited With Inaugurating And
Popularising If Not Inventing The Unique The

Thanjavur_Style Of Painting.

The Thanjavur Maratha Rulers Were
Basically Shaivaites Believing That After Death,
One Would Attain Shivapadam (The Feet Of
Shiva). These Temples Were Erected At The Very
Spot Where The Members Of The Maratha Royal
Family Were Cremated. If The Temple Was
Raised In Memory Of A Male Member Of The
Family, It Housed A Shivalingam; If The Shrine
Was Built In Memory Of A Female Member, It
Housed The Image Of A Goddess. The
Inscriptions On These Temples Provide
Interesting Details Of The Maratha Dynasty
Including The Name And Titles Of The Kings And
Queens And Their Dates. The Special Pujas Are
Performed By These People By Learned
Shivacharyas. The Most Prominent Shrines
Within This Campus Are Those Dedicated To
Tuljaji Raja, Pratap Singh Raja, Sarfoji li Raja (The
Most Well - Known King Of The Dynasty) And
Shivaiji li Raja (The Last Ruler Of The Dynasty)
And Some Of Their Queens. Totally, There Are
Four Big Temples And Sixteen Smaller Temples
Surviving In The Campus Now. This Is One Of
The Rarest Instances Of A Group Of Memorial
Shrines Of An Imporiant Hindu Dynasty In The
Whole Of India: It Is Definitely The Only Surviving
Grogp Of Such Monuments In Tamil Nadu.
Architecturally, These Temples Display A Fusion
Ot Dravidian Styles And The Native Maratha And
Mughal Style Masusolaums. These Temples Are
Built By Bricks, Terracotta And Lime Plaster On A
Strong Granite Or Laterite Base. Some Of The
Temples Display Sculptural Ornamentation. The
Above Temple Possesses Immense,

Archaeological, Historical, Architectural And
Epigraphically Importance. This Temple’s Unique

29¢ | Ja-Tfeda 202y

Group Of Heritage Buildings Is Now Aimog |,
Ruins, Requiring Urgent Restoration For Survival,

Serfoji Raja’s Contributions:

Sarfoji Raje was basically religious and
believed in following the traditional paths of Bhaki;
Like his brothers he was granted the agraharlands
to many villagers. The Saraswathi Mahal Library
was founded as a Palace Library by the Nayak
kings of Thanjavur (1535—-1675), it was however
Serfoji Raja who enriched it with priceless works,
maps, dictionaries, coins and artwork. The
bibliophile that he was, he purchased around 4000
books from different parts of the world and
enriched his library with his enormous bqok
collection. Medical treatises in the library collemlqn
contained his remarks alongside, in English. His
library included treatises on Vedanta, grammar,
music, dance and drama, architecture, astronomy,
medicine, training of elephants and horses, elc.
Serfoji Raja set up the first Devanagari printing
press in South India, using stone letters. He sent
many Pundits far and wide and collected a hugé
number of books and rare manuscripts for this
Library. All the books in the library cary his
personal autograph in English. The Libra®y
contains a record of the day-to-day proceedlﬂ%s
of the Maratha court known as the MO
documents, French-Maratha correspondenceihoe
the 18" century. Serfoji Raja while renovgﬂng )
Brihdeshwar temple documented the h|st0fyi g
the Bhosale genealogy in the form of can;his
inscriptions on the temple. Interestingly, fio
inscription is known as world's largest inscfiP

Educational Legacy:

Serfoji Raja founded a school ¢2 ,
Navavidhya Kalanidhishala where 1angd ere
literature the _sciences andgﬂﬁa“dg‘r‘a‘ﬂﬁt -
laught in addition to the Vedas and ?h Sw”“
Serfoji Raja maintained close 1i€S thei
the Danes at Tarangambadi and Vis“?d ay 0!
schools quite often and appreciated thel' gs for
functioning. Serfoji Il Raja created charit jit by
educating the peoples. schools were P!
attaching with the hostels. Free educa'ﬁ"’;'ram
food was provided for the students. Cha‘d food
built under this charity provided shelter a"
for the pilgrims.

lled
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Medicinﬂ‘ Heritage : ' ‘

serfoji Raja establlghed the Dhanavantari

| aresearch institution that produced herbal
’ﬁqaha'nous medicine) medicine for humans and
o J1s. The institution also treated sick people
Enldmmai'ntained case-sheets which have become
3 ous of late. Here, physicians of modern
faln:jicin , Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha schools
ﬁ—e’pejdormed research upon drugs and herbs
ior medical cure and had produce_c_! elghteen
solumes of research material. Serfoji Raja also
had the important herbs studied and catalogued
inthe form of exquisite hand paintings.

Costumes, Jewellery And Food Culture Of The
Marathas

Generally, Men wear dhoti and pheta in olden
days, while Women wear choli and sadi or lugade.
Women wear traditional jewelleries used nath,
thushi, kolhapuri saaj, putli haar, ambada veni
phool, tode. Marathas famous food Pitla,
Vangyacha rasa, Kesari mass, Zunka bhakri,
Pooran poli, Sabudana khichdi, Mutton kola.
Conclusion:

Thanjavur's cultural heritage highlights
India’s history of cultural synthesis and artistic
innovation. The city’s tangible and intangible
heritage continues to attract tourists and scholars,
salidifying its role as the "cultural capital of Tamil
Nadu". Contemporary efforts focus on preserving
these traditions and artefacts through institutions
like the Thanjavur Art Gallery and the various
academic programs at Tamil University. While
summing up the key aspects of the Maratha's
Cultural heritage and contribution that includes -
The Maratha court actively supported Carnatic
Music and Sadir (the precursor to Bharatanatyam),
ensuring the systematic codification and
Preservation of these classical forms of art. They
lought with the neighbouring rulers namely
Nayakars, palayakars, mughal rulers and British,
French and Dutch people. During the Maratha
Ule, encouraging art, culture, music, dance and
Medicine created many charities in and around
hanjavur. The distinctive style of Thanjavur
Painting, known for its opulent use of gold foil,
Vibrant colours, and semi-precious stones,
flourished under Maratha patronage. King Serfojj
I (Serfoji Raja Bhosle) established and enriched

- 1SN No. 2319-6025

the Saraswathi Mahal Library, which houses a vast
and rare collection of manuscripts in variou§
languages, including Tamil, Sanskrit, and Marathi,
serving as a primary and vital resource for
historical research.
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